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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Oliver Clay Elder was born around 1843 and lived in Decatur County, Indiana. In
September, 1861, he enlisted in Company E of the 7™ Indiana Regiment and received
promotions to the ranks of corporal and sergeant. He was mustered out in September,
1864. In January, 1868, he married Sophronia Cobb and lived into the 1920s.

Sources:

Ancestry, Library Edition, accessed, 15 March 2012.

http://search.ancestrylibrary.com/cqi-

bin/sse.dlI?gl=RO0OT CATEGORY &rank=1&new=1&5s0=3&MSAV=0&msT=1&Qgss=ms
f-

2_s&gsfn=0liver+C.&gsIn=Elder&mswpn__ftp=Decatur+County%2C+Indiana%2C+US

A&mswpn=845&mswpn_PlInfo=7-
|0]1652393|0|2|3247]17]0/845|0[0|&msbdy=1844&uidh=vu4

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

While serving with the 7" Indiana Regiment, Clay Elder writes from Waterford, Virginia,
to his sister in law, Mary (married to Henry), in Greensburg, Decatur County, 18 July
1863. In the letter he relates the regiment chasing the Confederates into Maryland and
Virginia after their retreat after the Battle of Gettysburg and describes the role of the 7™
Indiana in the battle. He also complains of the generalship of Hooker and states that he
prefers Meade’s leadership because he is more cautious. Also included is a transcription
along with the original and the envelope.
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CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may
lead you to related materials:

1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:
http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2. Click on the "Basic Search™ icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.
4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, SC 2907).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings
that can be searched for related materials.
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