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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America (NSCDA) was created in
Philadelphiain 1891 “to study and to preserve the records and relics of the Thirteen Colonies
and to teach the lessons of patriotism that are found therein.” Members were residents of
one of the original thirteen states and were descendants of someone “who came to reside in
an American Colony before 1750, and whose services were rendered during the Colonial
Period.” About six months later, a similar organization, the Daughters of the American
Revolution, was formed in Washington, DC. The distinction between the two was that
membership in the Colonial Dames required descent from an ancestor whose “services
rendered” occurred up to and including the signing of the Declaration of Independence on 4
July 1776, but not during the Revolutionary War battles which followed.

Examples of such qualifying services given in the Indiana Society’s bylaws are “the
founding of a commonwealth or of an institution which has survived and developed into
importance,” or holding “an important position in the Colonial government.”

Over the next few years, it became evident to Colonial Dames leadership that many women
descending from colonial ancestors who lived in non-colonial states were “just as proud of
them as those living in the original thirteen states.” The Indiana society was organized on
19 April 1896, and incorporated 30 June 1896. At the annual council of the National Society
in 1898, seventeen state societies, including Indiana’s, were accepted onto the roster.

Some of the earliest activities of the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in
the State of Indiana were studies of the Mound Builders and of LaSalle’s exploration of the
Old Northwest Territory, and a donation of money and supplies to a hospital ship during the
Spanish-American War. For Indiana’s statehood centennial in 1916, the Indiana Society
published Once Upon a Time in Indiana, written by Charity Dye.

Over the next century, the Colonial Dames in Indiana took on several projects throughout
the state that demonstrated the group’s values of Patriotic Service, Historic Preservation, and
History Education. During the Second World War, they furnished a library in the
Indianapolis Servicemen’s Center and two recreation halls at Fort Benjamin Harrison. Since
1940, they have presented flags to new American citizens at naturalization ceremonies. They
have provided historical markers at Fort Ouiatenon, Whetzel Trace, the Michigan Road Toll
House, and other historical sites of early Indiana.

In the 1950s, the Indiana Dames provided funds for the restoration of the Little Cedar Grove
Baptist Church in Franklin County, believed to be the oldest church in Indiana still on its
original foundation, and also acquired the David Lenz House in Historic New Harmony.
The restoration, preservation, and furnishing of the Lenz House and its gardens continues to
be a favorite project of the Dames.

In 1973, the Indiana Dames participated in the Smithsonian Institute’s national survey of

portrait paintings done before 1850, and also furnished two 18" Century period rooms for
the Indianapolis Museum of Art. In 1975 they completed two similar rooms for the Indiana
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State Museum to celebrate America’s Bicentennial and George Rogers Clark’s arrival in
Vincennes in 1779.

In 1981 the Dames established a relationship with the circa 1843 J.F.D. Lanier Mansion

overlooking the Ohio River in Madison, Indiana. The Indiana Society continues to assist in
renovations and furnishment of this property today.

Sources:
Materials in the collection

Metamer Studios, “National Society of the Colonial Dames of America,” YouTube,
https://youtu.be/VpZjNbz6_AY

National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Indiana, “History,”
http://nscda-indiana.org/history/
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection has been arranged in four series according to the major types of Colonial
Dames activities.

Series | is the largest and consists of general internal records. This includes but is not limited
to annual reports, member directories, tax documents, event planning correspondence,
meeting minutes, and membership applications as well as scrapbooks and instructional
binders kept by members.

Membership applications consist of family lineage documentation reaching back to one of
the original 13 colonies. During the application process, all the necessary material is
gathered and sent to the Dames Society in the original state for approval. If approved, the
candidate is given a number for that society (often with “-A” added for “associate state
member”), the papers are returned to Indiana, and an Indiana number is assigned. These
application materials are arranged according to these application numbers. They have also
been digitized along with a name index. Patrons are encouraged to ask for assistance before
requesting hard copies.

Series II consists of material related to the Colonial Dames’ Patriotic Service projects. This
includes scholarship awards, naturalization ceremonies, flag programs, and interviews with
military veterans.

Series 11l consists of material related to Historic Preservation projects such as the Little
Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Michigan Road Toll House, and the Lenz House at New
Harmony.

Series IV consists of material related to History Education, including museum exhibits and
publications.
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SERIES CONTENTS
Series 1: General Internal Records

CONTENTS
Scrapbook, 1896-1946

“Declaration of Allegiance to the By-Laws of the
Indiana Society and Constitution of the National
Society of the Colonial Dames of America,” 1900

Scrapbook of obituaries and memorials, 1904-1992,
2021

“The Founding of the National Society of the Colonial
Dames of America,” 1991

“History of the National Society of the Colonial
Dames of America in the State of Indiana,” 1946

“National Society of the Colonial Dames of America
in the State of Indiana, 1896-1996 Register”

Indiana Society reports taken from National Society
reports, 1910-1951

Indiana Society bylaws, circa 1970

“National Society of the Colonial Dames of America
Report of Committee on Historic Research,” 1916

NSCDA Hand Book, 1933

NSCDA in the State of Indiana introductory brochure
with edits, n.d.

Scrapbook, 1947-1996

Annual reports, 1900-1934, 1990
NSCDA National Historian’s report, 1976

NSCDA in the State of Indiana Historian’s reports,
1907-1916

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana

CONTAINER
BV5571

Box 1, Folder 1

BV5572

Box 1, Folder 2

Box 1, Folder 3

Box 1, Folder 4

Box 1, Folder 5

Box 1, Folder 6

Box 1, Folder 7

Box 1, Folder 8

Box 1, Folder 9

Color Album Storage:
PAC

Box 1, Folder 10

Box 1, Folder 11

Box 1, Folder 12
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NSCDA in the State of Indiana Historian’s reports,
1925-1929

NSCDA in the State of Indiana Historian’s reports,
1965-1984

NSCDA in the State of Indiana Historian’s reports,
1985-2000, 2008

Memorial book lists from Historian’s notebook, 1897-
1899

Memorials, 1946-1986

Obituaries, memorials, 1999-2009

NSCDA in the State of Indiana directories, 1998-2001
NSCDA in the State of Indiana directories, 2002-2004
NSCDA in the State of Indiana directories, 2005-2007
NSCDA in the State of Indiana directories, 2008-2010
NSCDA in the State of Indiana directories, 2011-2013
NSCDA in the State of Indiana directories, 2014-2016
NSCDA in the State of Indiana directories, 2017-2019
NSCDA in the State of Indiana directories, 2020-2021
Incorporation amendment documents, 1947-1963

Tax documents, reports to Secretary of State, 1962-
1975

Historian’s notebook, 1897-1899
Historian’s binder, “Duties,” 1986, 1997

Historian’s binder, “For scrapbook™ (obituaries),
1997-2000

Historian’s binder, “Copies of bookplates,” 1992-1997

Historian’s binder, “Correspondence,” 1988-2004
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Box 1, Folder 13

Box 1, Folder 14

Box 1, Folder 15

Box 1, Folder 16

Box 1, Folder 17
Box 1, Folder 18
Box 1, Folder 19
Box 1, Folder 20
Box 1, Folder 21
Box 2, Folder 1
Box 2, Folder 2
Box 2, Folder 3
Box 2, Folder 4
Box 2, Folder 5
Box 2, Folder 6

Box 2, Folder 7

BV5565
Box 2, Folder 8

Box 2, Folder 9

Box 2, Folder 10

Box 2, Folder 11



Genealogy queries, Malott family tree, 1974
Membership records correspondence, 1977-1978

Elizabeth Kirk (Recording Secretary) scrapbook,
1986-1995 (1 of 3)

Elizabeth Kirk scrapbook, 1986-1995 (2 of 3)
Elizabeth Kirk scrapbook, 1986-1995 (3 of 3)
General needlepoint correspondence, 1972-1976
Needlework Festival fundraiser, 1977

Needlework Festival fundraiser, circa 1977

Needlework Festival fundraiser, 1978

Elizabeth Kirk scrapbook — Antiques sale fundraiser at
R.P. Fortune home, 21 Sept. 1986

Region Il Conference planning, 1990-1992

Elizabeth Kirk scrapbook - Region Il Conference,
1992, circa 1994

NSCDA Centennial planning, Dumbarton House,
1992

NSCDA in the State of Indiana Centennial, 1993-1996
“Colonial Columns” newsletter, 1995-2005

“Colonial Columns” newsletter, 2006-2014, 2017,
2020

Meeting minutes, 1897-1910
Meeting minutes, 1910-1922
Meeting minutes, 1922-1934

Meeting minutes, 1934-1944

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana

Box 2, Folder 12
Box 2, Folder 13

Box 2, Folder 14

Box 2, Folder 15
Box 2, Folder 16
Box 3, Folder 1
Box 3, Folder 2

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 17

Box 3, Folder 3
Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 18

Box 3, Folder 4
Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 20

Box 3, Folder 5

Box 3, Folder 6
Box 3, Folder 7

Box 3, Folder 8

BV5566
BV5567
BV5568

BV5569
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Meeting minutes, 1944-1955

Annual Meeting, May 1974

Board Meeting minutes, 1982-1987, 1989
Recommendations to State leadership, Feb. 1987
Board Meeting minutes, 1991-1992
General Meeting minutes, 1991-1992
Board Meeting minutes, 1992-1993
General Meeting minutes, 1992-1993
Board Meeting minutes, 1994-1996
General Meeting minutes, 1994-1997
Board Meeting minutes, 1997-1998
Board Meeting minutes, 1999

General Meeting minutes, 2000

Board Meeting minutes, 2001

Board Meeting minutes, 2002

Board Meeting minutes, 2003-2004

Inkjet photographs of Dumbarton House board
meeting, April 2004

Board Meeting minutes, 2005-2006
Board Meeting minutes, 2007
Board Meeting minutes, 2008
Board Meeting minutes, 2009

“Arrangements” notebook, general meeting
arrangements [Mayor Hudnut], 1976-1977

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana

BV5570

Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,

Box 1, Folder 9

Box 3, Folder 9
Box 3, Folder 10
Box 3, Folder 11
Box 3, Folder 12
Box 3, Folder 13
Box 3, Folder 14
Box 4, Folder 1
Box 4, Folder 2
Box 4, Folder 3
Box 4, Folder 4
Box 4, Folder 5
Box 4, Folder 6
Box 4, Folder 7
Box 4, Folder 8

Box 4, Folder 9

Box 4, Folder 10
Box 4, Folder 11
Box 4, Folder 12
Box 4, Folder 13

Box 4, Folder 14
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“Arrangements” notebook, Tri-State Conference, 1976

“Arrangements” notebook, Needlework Festival,
1976-1977

“Arrangements” notebook, bus trip to New Harmony,
Oct. 1978

“Arrangements” notebook, Annual Meetings, 1978-
1998

“Arrangements” notebook, committee reports, 1970-
1987

Membership applications nos. 1-150, 1896-1939

Membership applications nos. 151-336, 1939-1981

Membership applications nos. 337-547, 1981-2021

Series 2: Patriotic Service

CONTENTS
“Patriotic Service” scrapbook, 1940-1970

Servicemen’s Center library, circa 1943

“Patriotic Service” scrapbook, 1962-1996
Patriotic Service reports, 1973-1987

Flag program, 17 Nov. 1972

Flag program at Fall Creek School, 11 Feb. 1976

Flag program at IPS School 70, 12 Feb. 1976

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana

Box 4, Folder 15

Box 4, Folder 16

Box 4, Folder 17

Box 5, Folder 1

Box 5, Folder 2

OMB 0177

Box 1

OMB 0177
Box 2

OMB 0177
Box 3

CONTAINER
Box 5, Folder 3

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 4

Box 5, Folder 4
Box 5, Folder 5

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 13

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 14

Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 15
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Flag Program folder, 1974-1980, n.d.
Naturalization ceremonies, 1976-1996

Naturalization ceremonies, 1970, 1975-1976

Naturalization ceremonies, 1977-1978

Naturalization ceremonies, n.d.

Elizabeth Kirk (recording secretary) scrapbook —
naturalization ceremony, 1987

Patriotic Service regional reports, 1986-1990
Indian Nurse scholarships, 1986-1996

Indian Nurse scholarships, 1987, 1994

Patriotic Service notebook, 1990-1991 (1 of 2)
Patriotic Service notebook, 1990-1991 (2 of 2)
History scholarship, 1991-1995

Interview transcript, Anne Hoffman Cleaver (WWII),
1991

Interview transcript, Gloria Minich Finucane (WWII),
1991

Interview transcript, Barbara Brandon Palmer
(WWI11), 1991

Interview transcript, Joanne Wallace Orr (WWII),
1991

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana

Box 5, Folder 6
Box 5, Folder 7

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 10

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 11

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 12

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 19

Box 5, Folder 8
Box 5, Folder 9
Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 16
Box 5, Folder 10
Box 5, Folder 11
Box 5, Folder 12

Box 5, Folder 13

Box 5, Folder 14

Box 5, Folder 15

Box 5, Folder 16
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Series 3: Historic Preservation

CONTENTS

Little Cedar Grove Baptist Church correspondence,
1952-1953

Little Cedar Grove Baptist Church correspondence,
1954-1962

Little Cedar Grove Baptist Church correspondence,
1974-1990

Michigan Road Toll House scrapbook contents, 1961-
1973, n.d.

Copy of 1826 treaty with Potawatomie from Michigan
Road Toll House scrapbook

Michigan Road Toll House

Michigan Road Toll House

Lanier Mansion correspondence, 1975-1980
Lanier Mansion correspondence, 1981
Lanier Mansion correspondence, 1982-1983
Lanier Mansion correspondence, 1984-1986
Lanier Mansion correspondence, 1987

Elizabeth Kirk (recording secretary) scrapbook — Little
Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Lanier Mansion
archaeological dig and visit, 1993-1994

Lanier Mansion miscellaneous files, 1996, n.d.

Gunston Hall reports and correspondence, 1972-1980,
n.d.

“Synopsis of the Minutes of the Minerva Society”
(New Harmony), circa 1912

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana

CONTAINER
Box 6, Folder 1

Box 6, Folder 2

Box 6, Folder 3

Box 6, Folder 4

OMB 0177

Box 1, Folder 1

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 1

Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,

Box 1, Folder 2
Box 6, Folder 5
Box 6, Folder 6
Box 6, Folder 7
Box 6, Folder 8
Box 6, Folder 9

Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,

Box 1, Folder 21
Box 6, Folder 10

Box 6, Folder 11

Box 6, Folder 12
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New Harmony scrapbook contents, 1958-1976 (1 of 2)
New Harmony scrapbook contents, 1958-1976 (2 of 2)

Lenz House (New Harmony), 1958-1959

Lenz House (New Harmony), 1959-1962

Trip to Lenz House (New Harmony), circa 1960

Lenz House (New Harmony), circa 1968

Lenz House (New Harmony) damage photographs,
1996

Lenz House (New Harmony), circa 2012

Lenz House (New Harmony) list of donors, n.d.

New Harmony real estate lease agreements, 1975,
1984, 1995, 2005

Lenz House (New Harmony) correspondence, 1980-
1986

Lenz House (New Harmony) correspondence, 1987-
1989

Lenz House (New Harmony) correspondence, 1991-
1996

Lenz House (New Harmony) correspondence, 1997-
2002

Lenz House (New Harmony) correspondence, 2003-
2005

Lenz House (New Harmony) correspondence, 2011-
2012

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana

Box 6, Folder 13
Box 6, Folder 14

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 5

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 6

Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,

Box 1, Folder 3

Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,

Box 1, Folder 4

Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,

Box 1, Folder 5

Cold Storage:

Color Photographs,

Box 1, Folder 6
Box 6, Folder 15

Box 6, Folder 16

Box 7, Folder 1

Box 7, Folder 2

Box 7, Folder 3

Box 7, Folder 4

Box 7, Folder 5

Box 7, Folder 6
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Lenz House (New Harmony) maintenance history and
correspondence, 2019, n.d.

Lenz House (New Harmony) miscellaneous files,
1974-1991, n.d.

“New Harmony As They Lived It,” n.d.

Series 4: History Education

CONTENTS
“Historical Activities” scrapbook contents, 1957-1971

“Historical Activities” scrapbook, 1957, 1969

“Historical Activities” scrapbook, 1955-1974

“Portrait of Indiana,” Herron Art Museum, 1959

Herron Art Museum lecture, circa 1961

Smithsonian portrait survey, 1972

“American Rooms” exhibit at the Indianapolis
Museum of Art, 1973-1976

“American Rooms” exhibit binder (1 of 2)
“American Rooms” exhibit binder (2 of 2)

“American Rooms” exhibit, circa 1973

French Old Northwest research
Brouillette House (Vincennes, IN) files

Bolduc House (St. Genevieve, MO) files

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana

Box 7, Folder 7

Box 7, Folder 8

Box 7, Folder 9

CONTAINER
Box 7, Folder 10

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 3

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 1

Box 7, Folder 11

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 7

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 7

Box 7, Folder 12

Box 7, Folder 13
Box 7, Folder 14

Cold Storage:
Color Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 8

Box 8, Folder 1
Box 8, Folder 2

Box 8, Folder 3
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Church silver correspondence, 1910-1911 (1 of 2)
Church silver correspondence, 1910-1911 (2 of 2)

Church silver, circa 1911

Church silver exhibit

Church silver exhibit

Once Upon a Time in Indiana publishing
correspondence, 1916-1917, 1966

Once Upon a Time in Indiana test printing, 1916 (1 of
3)

Once Upon a Time in Indiana test printing, 1916 (2 of
3)

Once Upon a Time in Indiana test printing, 1916 (3 of
3)

George Rogers Clark exhibit, antique furniture dealers
contacted

George Rogers Clark exhibit, preliminary working
drawings, 1975

George Rogers Clark exhibit review, Outdoor Indiana,
May 1976

George Rogers Clark exhibit documents, 1977

George Rogers Clark exhibit, circa 1976

George Rogers Clark exhibit reports, 1975-1980

George Rogers Clark exhibit correspondence, 1975-
1980

Indiana State Museum donations, 1972-1987, n.d.

Educational speakers, slide shows, etc., 1983-1998

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana

Box 8, Folder 4
Box 8, Folder 5

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 2

OVA Photographs,

Folder 1 of 2

OVA Photographs,

Folder 2 of 2

Box 8, Folder 6
Box 8, Folder 7
Box 8, Folder 8
Box 8, Folder 9
Box 8, Folder 10
OMB 0177

Box 1, Folder 2
Box 8, Folder 11
Box 8, Folder 12

Photographs,
Box 1, Folder 8

Box 8, Folder 13

Box 8, Folder 14

Box 8, Folder 15

Box 8, Folder 16
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Congressional Seminar project, 1991-1995, 2009, n.d. Box 8, Folder 17

Indiana Historical Society Colonial Dames in Indiana Page 15



