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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

John Vallence Quigley (October 31, 1833-November 9, 1862) was born to John and 

Margaret Quigley, who moved their family from Pennsylvania and Delaware to St. Joseph 

County, Indiana sometime in the 1840s. The Quigleys were a farming family in the Liberty 

area. On Christmas Eve 1857, John V. Quigley married Sarah A. Lambert, the daughter of 

local Methodist minister John A. Lambert, and the couple had two children, Mary and Jabez. 

The family had a farm in Walkerton. John Quigley was mustered into Company C of the 

73rd Indiana Infantry on August 16, 1862. The Company started for Indianapolis, but as there 

was no room, they were sent on to Jeffersonville and then Louisville. Quigley caught a cold 

and remittent fever while the regiment was marching between Louisville and Lexington, 

Kentucky. A Union sympathizing family in Harrodsburg, Kentucky, the Millers, took 

Quigley and three other sick soldiers in and nursed them during their illnesses. Three of 

Quigley’s brothers, Matthew, Benjamin, and George also served with the Union Army. 

Matthew and Benjamin died of disease, but George survived and re-enlisted after his first 

term was up. Sarah Quigley remarried in December 1877 to John Cotton, another Civil War 

veteran and a local Walketon area farmer.  

Sarah Albin Cotton (January 5, 1834-November 2, 1932) lived out her days in St. Joseph 

County, Indiana. In 1929, when she was celebrating her 95th birthday, she was noted as being 

the oldest woman in Lincoln Township. Although blind in her 90s, Sarah made quilts and 

her daughter Mary Quigley read the newspaper aloud to her regularly. Her advice for 

longevity was to “Keep your temper down, treat everyone well and yourself the same way. 

Moreover, eat right, drink right, think right and wash right—and the world’s yours.”  

 

Sources: 

Ancestry.com 

“Lincoln Township Nonagenarian Prefers Long Sermons to Motion Picture Shows,” South 

Bend Tribune, 6 January 1929, Pages 17 & 21. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection contains twenty-eight letters written between 1857 and 1877. Seventeen of 

the letters were written by John V. Quigley to his wife Sarah. All but two are from the time 

he left home to join the 73rd Indiana Infantry to his untimely death of disease a few months 

later. In the letters home to his wife, John describes his experiences on the march and retreat 

with his company, digging entrenchments in a graveyard, cooking meals for his company’s 

captain and lieutenants, and reporting on the health and well being of friends and family who 

are in service with him. Some of Quigley’s letters also reveal information on what types of 

crops and livestock the family had (corn, cranberries, melons, cane, buckwheat, etc.), as he 

would instruct or advise Sarah on farming matters. Quigley mentions other notable events 

such as receiving a kinepox (smallpox) vaccine, “I hope it will take good”, and Governor 

Morton visiting camp.  

The remaining letters were received by Sarah A. Quigley from her Lambert relatives, 

particularly her aunt Sarah in Ohio who also had children serving in the Army. Another letter 

came from Isaac Miller, in whose home John Quigley convalesced and later died, in what 

seems to be a response to Sarah’s inquiry into her husband’s death (likely to be able to secure 

her husband’s back pay and her widow’s pension). John’s brother George also writes to 

Sarah in 1865 from Atlanta, Georgia where he is waiting orders to be released from the Army 

so he can return home.  

Also included in the collection is an advertisement for Isaac R. Hitt & Co. War Claim, 

Bounty & Pension Agency for the Northwestern States.  
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