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HISTORICAL SKETCH

Indiana Black Expo Inc. was first organized in 1970 by a volunteer group of civic leaders
to produce an exposition and build an institution that would represent the culture,
creativity, and challenges of African Americans. The first exposition was held in 1971 for
the primary purposes of expanding business opportunities for small minority businesses
and to expose the general public to the talents and achievements of African Americans.

Indiana Black Expo, Inc. (IBE) is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation and is a statewide
organization headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana. IBE was incorporated in 1973 and
was operated and managed largely by volunteers until 1983. It is comprised of twelve
chapters throughout Indiana and has approximately 3,000 members nationwide. IBE is
staffed by a twenty-five member volunteer board of directors whose policies are
implemented by a full time, year-round staff of 19 and 3 part-time governors.

The mission of IBE is to serve as an effective voice and vehicle for the social and
economic advancement of African Americans.

Source:
Materials in collection.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Series One: Organizational Materials includes a number of annual reports and State of
our Black Youth reports. The historical packet includes a note about the history and
mission of IBE and a highlight of programs and events section: it also includes papers
detailing the Expo events from 1971-84, with place held, number of exhibitors, volunteers,
attendance, and other details. Also included is an undated song, "Working Together . . .
Works!" by Al Hobbs; officer and staff lists; highlights from different IBE events; and
financial statements for 2005 and 2006 that were recorded for an audit.

Series Two: Events contains programs and other materials from events created by the
Indiana Black Expo. Many of the materials concern the Circle City Classic. The Circle
City Classic marketing and informational papers contain schedules of events, organizing
committees lists, and a press release. There are also passes to some events, as well as
Summer Celebration materials.



SERIES CONTENTS
Series 1: Organizational Materials

CONTENTS
Historical packet, n.d.

Song: "Working Together . . . Works!", n.d.

Black Expo information pamphlet and membership
application, n.d.

Officer/staff lists, 1983-2005.
Highlights, 2003-2010.

Report to the Community, 2004.
Annual Report, 2005.

State of our Black Youth report, 2005.

Annual Report and Chapter Development report,
2006.

State of our Black Youth report, 2007.
Financial Statements, Dec. 31 2005 and 2006, 2007.

Indiana Black Expo reusable bag, n.d.

Series 2: Events

CONTENTS
Circle City Classic presentation (slide printouts), n.d.

Circle City Classic programs and advertisements,
1984-2011.

Circle City Classic marketing and informational
papers, 1985-2009.

Circle City Classic memoranda and meeting minutes,
1999-2001.

CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 2

Box 1, Folder 3

Box 1, Folder 4
Box 1, Folder 5
Box 1, Folder 6
Box 1, Folder 7
Box 1, Folder 8

Box 1, Folder 9

Box 1, Folder 10

Box 1, Folder 11

Artifact: 2012.0356

CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 12

Box 1, Folder 13

Box 1, Folder 14

Box 1, Folder 15



Circle City Classic search for Executive Director,
2000.

Summer Celebration corporate sponsorship package,
2006.

Summer Celebration staff pass, July 20-22, 2007.

Circle City Classic IBE/ISC/CCC Board, Staff & LOC
pass, suite level access, Oct. 6, 2007.

Summer Celebration sponsorship package, 2008.
Statewide conference, 2008.

Summer Celebration exhibitor package and
sponsorship package, 2009.

Summer Celebration sponsorship package and event
guide, 2010.

Calendar of Events Draft, 2010.

Circle City Classic Battle of the Bands judging results,
2011.

Summer Celebration exhibitor package and event
guide, 2011.

Circle City Classic game operations and venue pass,
Oct. 1, 2011.

Black Expo wrist band, n.d.

Box 1, Folder 16

Box 1, Folder 17

Artifact: 2012.0356

Artifact; 2012.0356

Box 1, Folder 18
Box 1, Folder 19

Box 1, Folder 20

Box 1, Folder 21

Box 1, Folder 22

Box 1, Folder 23

Box 1, Folder 24

Artifact: 2012.0356

Artifact: 2012.0356



CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may
lead you to related materials:

1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:
http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2. Click on the "Basic Search™ icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.
4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 1128).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings
that can be searched for related materials.
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