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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Haerle Family:

George Christian Haerle was born in 1868 to Ludwig Wilhelm “William” Haerle (1838-
1905) and Julie Pfingst Haerle (b. 1848). William, a German immigrant from in Heilbronn,
Wirttemberg, Germany, operated a Fancy Dry Goods and Ladies Furnishings Store in
Indianapolis, Indiana that was known for selling quality merchandise. The store was
established in 1862 on the north side of Washington Street and east of Illinois Street, but
he later relocated the store to 4 West Washington Street. William's son George was also a
dry goods and women's apparel merchant in the early 1900s. By the 1930s, he was an
accountant for a steel company before passing away in 1932.

George married Norma Hollweg (1876-1963) in 1896, and they had three children: Louis
(1897-1972), Elisabeth (1899-1957), and Rudolf (1902-1992). Both Louis and Rudolf
went into the mercantile business, spending much of their careers working for the Hibben,
Hollweg, and Co. By the 1930s, Rudolf switched careers, becoming an agent for
Connecticut Mutual Life insurance Co. and later a buyer for L. S. Ayres and Co.

Rudolf married Elizabeth Shepard (b. 1905 to Grace and Frank Shepard) and the couple
had two children: George (b. 1929) and Rudolf Jr. (b. 1931). Louise was married to Elsa
Haerle.

Hollweg Family:

Norma Hollweg Haerle's father, Louis Hollweg, was born in Westphalia, Germany in 1840
(d. 1951). He immigrated to the United States in 1860 and became a merchant for Hollweg
& Reese, a wholesale glassware and crockery company. Louis had two other children:
Ferdinand (b.1876) and Julia (b. 1878).

Sources:

Ancestry.com

Indianapolis News, November 25, 1905.
Materials in collection
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains materials primarily from the Haerle and Hollweg families. It has
been separated into six series in keeping with the original organization from the donor.

Series One: This series contains letters and photographs of the Hollweg, Shepard, and
Haerle families. The letters are primarily to and from other family members. The
photographs of the Haerle family include William, George, Norma, Elisabeth, Rudolf (Sr.),
and Louis. The Hollweg photographs include Ferdinand and one image of the Hollweg and
Reese Storefront. The Shepard photographs show a young Elizabeth and a middle—aged
Frank.

*Note: Elisabeth Haerle, spelled with an 's’, was the Aunt—in—Law of Elizabeth Shepard
Haerle, spelled with a 'z'

Series Two: This series contains letters and photographs from Elizabeth and Rudolf's
European Vacation. Several of the letters and photographs are from friends wishing them a

happy voyage.

Series Three: This series contains various documents related to the Karrmann, Hollweg,
and Haerle families. There are wedding announcements, calling cards, receipts, and funeral
arrangements. Also included are two diaries written by Norma Haerle in 1894 and 1895
and the Elreah Chronicle, a scrapbook with photographs and typed poems describing the
person in the photo and what they enjoy about the summer home, which was named Elreah
(Haerle backwards).

Series Four: This series contains materials related to the Boy Scouts. Rudolf Haerle was a
Boy Scout from the late 1910s to the early 1920s. The collection contains his ID cards,
medals, and patches.

Series Five: Elizabeth Haerle was very interested in politics in the 1960s and 1970s. This
series contains many of the publications she read as well as several letters/responses on her
concerns about President Nixon.

Series Six: The last series contains letters and documents that are all written in German
and do not have a clear addressee. There are also several memorial programs for deceased
family members as well as several photographs of various views of Heilbronn,
Wiirttemberg.
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CONTENTS

Series 1. Hollweg, Shepard, and Haerle Letters and Photographs

CONTENTS
Haerle Family, ca. 1860-1919

Letters (written in German) to Louis Hollweg, 1872—

1880
Letters to Louis Hollweg, 1876-1881
Letters from George Christian Haerle, 1877

Hollweg Family, ca. 1887-1902

Letters to Norma Hollweg, 1895

Shepard Family, 1897 and 1917

Letters between Grace, Frank, Elizabeth, and Helen
Shepard, 1903-1921

Letters from Elisabeth Haerle (from her time in
Japan), 1923

Letters between Norma Haerle and Professor Paul
Ganz, 1933-1936

Letters to Elizabeth Haerle, 1936 & 1962

Unidentified People, n.d.

Series 2: Haerle European Vacation—Letters, Photographs, and Souvenirs

CONTENTS
Letters to/from Rudolf Haerle Jr., Apr.—May 1952

Letters to George Haerle, 1952
Letters to Elizabeth and Rudolf Haerle, 1952

Haerle European Trip, Souvenir Postcards, ca. 1950s

Indiana Historical Society Haerle Family

CONTAINER

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 2
Box 1, Folder 3

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 2

Box 1, Folder 4

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 3

Box 1, Folder 5

Box 1, Folder 6

Box 1, Folder 7

Box 1, Folder 8

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 6

CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 9

Box 1, Folder 10
Box 1, Folder 11

Box 1, Folder 12



Rudolf and Elizabeth Haerle, European Trip, 1952

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 5

Series 3: Karrmann, Hollweg, and Haerle Documents and Diaries

CONTENTS

Louisa and Josephine Karrmann, Grade Cards, ca.
1868-1873

Louisa Karrmann, Cards, ca. 1870s
Louis Hollweg, Receipts, 1874

Louisa Karrman and Louis Hollweg, Wedding
Announcement, 1874; William Haerle and Julia
Pfingst, Wedding Announcement, n.d.

Norma Hollweg Haerle, Diary, 1894
Norma Hollweg Haerle, Diary, 1895

William Haerle, Funeral Arrangements, 1905; Julia
Karrmann, Burial Letter, 1903

News Clippings, 1911-1932
Elreah Chronicle, Scrapbook, 1915

Haerle Calling Cards, n.d.; William Haerle, Store
Advertisement Card, n.d.

Rudolf and Elizabeth Haerle, Writings about
Childhood, n.d.

Series 4: Boy Scouts Materials

CONTENTS

Rudolf Haerle, Boy Scouts ID Cards, Certificates,
News Clippings, and Medal Records, 1917-1927

Boy Scouts, Troop 18, June 1917

Rudolf Haerle, Case with Six Boy Scout Medals, ca.

1917-1921

Indiana Historical Society Haerle Family

CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 13

Box 1, Folder 14
Box 1, Folder 15

Box 1, Folder 16

Box 1, Folder 17
Box 1, Folder 18

Box 2, Folder 1

Box 2, Folder 2
Box 2, Folder 3

Box 2, Folder 4

Box 2, Folder 5

CONTAINER
Box 2, Folder 6

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 4

Artifacts:
2014.0228
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Three Boy Scout Uniform Buttons, ca. 1917-1921

Boy Scout Stars Pin on Green and Red Felt, ca. 1917-
1921

Boy Scouts Oath Medal, ca. 1917-1921

Eight Boy Scouts Patches, ca. 1917-1921

Two Boy Scout World War Souvenir Medals, 1918
Eagle Scout Directory, April 1960; Black Scouting

Record Card, n.d.; Boy Scouts Song Book, n.d.

Boy Scouts, News Clippings, 1982-1989; Boy Scouts,
Letter and Gathering Invite, 1991

Artifacts:
2014.0228

Artifacts:
2014.0228

Artifacts:
2014.0228

Artifacts:
2014.0228

Artifacts:
2014.0228

Box 2, Folder 7

Box 2, Folder 8

Series 5: Politics: Letters, Newspapers, and Magazines

CONTENTS

Ramparts Magazine, 1964—-1965: Mississippi
Eyewitness—the three civil rights workers, how they
were murdered, 1964 and Ramparts, January 1965
Edition

The Black Panther, Newspaper, VVol. 2 No. 24, 1969;
An Indiana Liberal, Newspaper, No. 20, 1969

ACLU Publication, ca. 1970s

Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom, Newsletters, 1972-1974

Washington Watch, Newsletters, 1972-1975

Washington Watch, Subscriber Letter and Sign Up
Form, 1973

Haerle Letters from Government Officials, 1972-1978

American Report, Newspaper, January 1973; Equal
Justice, Newspaper, Autumn 1973

Indiana Historical Society Haerle Family

CONTAINER
Box 2, Folder 9

Box 2, Folder 10

Box 2, Folder 11

Box 2, Folder 12

Box 2, Folder 13

Box 2, Folder 14

Box 2, Folder 15

Box 2, Folder 16
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Commonweal, VVol. 98, No. 16 and No. 17, 1973

Haerle Letters to Government—Regarding Nixon,
1973-1974

United Farm Workers of America, Cesar Chavez,
Donation Request Letters, 1974

Civil Liberties, No. 304, September 1974; Peace and
Freedom, Vol. 34 No. 5, July 1974

Anti-War Vietnam, Newsletters, 1974-1975

Democratic National Committee, Invite/Donation
Requests, 1975 and 1988

People's Business Commission, Publications, 1976

Public Citizen, Issue 4, 1977; Sojourners, November
1976

A Citizen's Guide to the Right Wing, Americans for
Democratic Action, ca. 1978

Religious Groups, Letters and Donation Requests to
Elizabeth Haerle, 1969 and 1974

Box 2, Folder 17

Box 2, Folder 18

Box 2, Folder 19

Box 2, Folder 20

Box 2, Folder 21

Box 2, Folder 22

Box 2, Folder 23

Box 2, Folder 24

Box 2, Folder 25

Box 2, Folder 26

Series 6: German Documents, Letters, Obituaries, and Photographs

CONTENTS
Letters and Documents in German, 1785-1875

Letters and Documents in German, 1875-1879
Letters and Documents in German, 1891-1898
Letters and Documents in German, 1901-1907
"Letters about the War", 1914-1915

Letters and Documents in German, 1921-1950

Memorial Programs/Obituaries in German, 1836-1894

Views of Germany, n.d.
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CONTAINER
Box 3, Folder 1

Box 3, Folder 2
Box 3, Folder 3
Box 3, Folder 4
Box 3, Folder 5
Box 3, Folder 6
Box 3, Folder 7

Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 7
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Flash Drive, Scanned Copies of Donated Materials, ca. Box 3, Folder 8
2013-2014 [Use digital files]
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