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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

Bluford Eaton was born 14 February 1809 in Gallatin County, Kentucky. On 6 October
1827 he married Nancy Phipps, daughter of Thomas and Mary Phipps, in Owen County,
Kentucky. Nancy Phipps Eaton (1809-1895) was born in Virginia. Bluford was a farmer
and a deacon of the New Bethel Baptist Church, which was organized in April 1827 in
Franklin Township, Marion County, Indiana. The village of New Bethel, now known as
Wanamaker, was platted in March 1834. Bluford Eaton Sr. died 23 February 1876 and is
buried in Founders Cemetery in Wanamaker.

Bluford and Nancy were the parents of William, Mary Jane, Nancy, James A., Lucinda,
Martin, Bluford, Lewis, and Malinda. William Thomas was born in Gallatin County,
Kentucky; Mary Jane was born either in Kentucky or Indiana; the remaining children were
born in Indiana.

William Thomas Eaton was born 16 November 1828. His wife's name was Mary E. Eaton.
He died 15 November 1906 and is buried in Founders Cemetery in Wanamaker.

Mary Jane Eaton was born in February 1831 and married Andrew Baker on 26 November
1846 in Marion County, Indiana. By 1850 the couple lived in Muscatine County, lowa.
They had five children. Mary Jane died 10 November 1880 in Pleasant Prairie, lowa.

The Eatons' daughter Nancy was born in April 1836 and married George W. Harlan (born
February 1832 in Indiana) on 22 January 1856 in Marion County. Their son Lewis was
born ca. 1868, a few years after Nancy's brother Lewis was killed in the Civil War.
Another son, Otto, was born ca. 1870. The family moved to Illinois by 1900.

James A. Eaton was born September 1833 and around 1855 married Mary E. Davis (b.
February 1836 in Indiana). By 1860 the couple lived in Muscatine County, lowa. The
1880 census lists them with seven children. There are portraits of some of Mary’s family
included in this collection.

Lucinda E. Eaton was born in September 1838 and married George W. Silver around 1859.
They had three sons -- Callie (b. ca. 1861), Bluford (b. ca. 1863), and Alva A. (b. ca.
1865). Their two daughters were Margetta (b. ca. 1859) and Eva Irene (b. ca. 1868).
Margetta is listed as a one-year-old on the 1860 census but does not appear with the family
in the 1870 census, indicating that she likely had died before then. A carte-de-visite of the
Silver children, ca. 1873, shows an image of three boys and a younger girl. The family was
living in Boone County, Indiana, by 1870.

Martin Stafford Eaton was born 11 February 1841. He enlisted in Company A, Indiana
132nd Infantry Regiment on 18 May 1864 and mustered out on 1 August 1864. At the time
of the 1870 census he was living with his sister Nancy and her family. He and his brother-
in-law George Harlan were both working as pork packers. The 1880 census shows him
living with his widowed mother. He married Emma around 1883-84 and they had a son,



Walter (b. November 1883) and a daughter Pearl (b. April 1887). Martin died 12 March
1905 and is buried in Fisher Cemetery in Wanamaker.

Bluford Eaton Jr. was born 12 November 1843, died 25 December 1865, and is buried in
Founders Cemetery in Wanamaker. No definitive information could be found about Hattie
Eaton (or Hattie March), with whom he is pictured in this collection.

Lewis Eaton was born ca. 1846 and died in the Civil War. One source states that he was
born 10 July 1844 and died 15 July1861. Other sources indicate that he enrolled in the
17th Indiana Infantry, Company I, in Indianapolis on 18 February 1864 and that he died of
wounds either at Noonday Creek, Georgia, on 19 June 1864 or Nashville, Tennessee, on 16
July 1864. He may have sustained wounds at the Battle of Noonday Creek in June and
died the next month in Nashville.

Malinda Eaton was born 16 December 1848 in what is now Wanamaker and married
Butler Smith on 15 May 1867 in Marion County. Malinda died 28 June 1922 in
Indianapolis. Butler K. Smith was born 31 December 1843 in Indianapolis to Butler K. and
Sarah Smith. His father, Butler Sr., was an early leader of the Church of Christ in
Indianapolis (later known as Central Christian), which was organized in 1833. Butler Jr.
died 16 March 1929 in Indianapolis and is buried in Crown Hill Cemetery.

Martha H. Pigman, a sister of Mary E. Davis Eaton, was born October 1843 and around
1863 she married Jefferson Pigman, who was born February 1830 in Ohio. By 1850 he
lived in Muscatine County, lowa, and had moved to Kansas by 1860. The 1880 census
shows the family in Kansas with three children: Ida (b. ca. 1867), John (b. ca. 1869), and
Martha (b. ca. 1871).

George Davis was the brother of Mary E. Davis Eaton. His wife was Hattie E. Davis.

Amanda Davis McCartney, a sister of Mary E. Davis Eaton, was born ca. 1847 in Indiana.
She married Allen McCartney.
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Accessed 4 November 2013.

U.S. Census, 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900 (http://www.ancestrylibrary.com). Accessed 4
November 2013.

Williams, D. Newell. “Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).” In The Encyclopedia of
Indianapolis, edited by Bodenhamer, David J. and Robert G. Barrows. Bloomington and
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994: 416. General Collection: F534 .155 E4 1994



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection consists of one small album holding 19 portraits of members of the Bluford
Eaton (1809-1876) family of the Wanamaker area in Franklin Township, Marion County,
Indiana, and members of the family of his daughter-in-law Mary E. Davis Eaton. The
photographs appear to be from the 1860s and 1870s. There are 14 cartes-de-visite and 5
tintypes. All have some identification except for four unidentified photographs of infants
and young children. Photo studios, when identified, were in Indianapolis and Lebanon,
Indiana, and in Leavenworth and Emporia, Kansas.



CONTENTS

CONTENTS
Page 1: "Grandfather and Grandmother Eaton."

[Likely Bluford (1809-1876) and Nancy Phipps Eaton

(1809-1895).] CDV photo by Smith & Huey,
Indianapolis.

Page 2: "Lewis Eaton, Bro of J.A. Eaton, killed in
Civil War." CDV. [He is pictured in a Civil War
uniform without any identifying insignia.]

Page 3: "Bluford & Hattie Eaton Bor. of J.A. Eaton.”

CDV photo by Brothers & Schroy, Indianapolis.
Page 4. "Hattie March."” CDV.

Page 5: "Malinda Eaton Smith, sister of J.A. Eaton."
CDV photo by R. Gordon's Photograph Art Gallery,
Indianapolis.

Page 6: "Butler Smith, husband of Malinda Eaton
Smith -- sister of J.A. Eaton." CDV.

Page 7: "Mrs. Loucinda [Lucinda] Silver, sister of
J.A. Eaton." Tintype.

Page 8: "Children of Geo. and Lou Silver." CDV
photo by E.B. Pierson & Co's Art Gallery, Lebanon,
Indiana. [ca. 1873]

Page 9: "Eva lrene Silver." Tintype. [ca. 1875]

Page 10: "Geo & Nan Harlan, sister of J.A. Eaton."”
CDvV.

Page 11: "Jeff & Martha Pigman, sister of Mrs. J.A.
Eaton." CDV. [Jefferson Pigman is holding a small

child, which could be their daughter Ida (b. ca. 1867),

ca. 1868.]

Page 12: "Mrs. Geo. Davis, wife of Geo. Davis,

brother of Mrs. J.A. Eaton" [written on back]. "Hattie

E. Davis" [on front]. CDV photo by R. Stevenson &
Co., Leavenworth, Kansas.
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Page 13: "Mrs. James Davis." CDV.

Page 14: "Amanda Davis McCartney, sister of Mrs.

J.A. Eaton." CDV photo by R.H. Kimball & Co.,
Leavenworth, Kansas.

Page 15: "Lizzie Davis, daughter of Philip Davis."
Tintype photo by R.A. Hickox, Emporia, Kansas.

Page 16: Unidentified infant. CDV.
Page 17: Unidentified infant. CDV.
Page 18: Unidentified young child. Tintype.

Page 19: Unidentified young boy. Tintype.

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA
Album Storage, PAA
Album Storage, PAA

Album Storage, PAA



CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may
lead you to related materials:

1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:
http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2. Click on the "Basic Search™ icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.
4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, P 0526).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings
that can be searched for related materials.
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