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Hancock County, Account Books of Dr. James Madison Ely, 1851-1866

Lori Osting and Christina R. Bunting

Dr. James Madison Ely practiced medicine in New Palestine, Indiana, from 1847 to 1895.
He was born September 18, 1821, in Tennessee and came to Indiana in 1828 with a relative after
the deaths of both of his parents. He lived in Arlington, Rush County, where he worked as a store
clerk before becoming a teacher. While teaching, he studied medicine under Dr. Erastus Bussell
of Arlington. In 1847 Ely attended medical school in Chicago. On June 17, 1847, he married
Mary Adams, and later that year he started his medical practice in New Palestine. When Ely
retired in 1895, his son Lucian took over the practice. Ely died December 13, 1905, after a
“lingering illness,” at the age of eighty-four. His funeral was held at his home in New Palestine,
and he was buried next to his wife at the New Palestine Cemetery.'

Two of Ely’s account books for the years 1851-1866 are held in the Indiana Historical
Society’s William Henry Smith Memorial Library.” The account book for 1853—1855 was
examined for this article. Ely recorded the names of his patients, the dates on which he visited
them, the services he provided, and how much he charged. He also recorded how the patient paid
for the services. During this period, Ely charged $3 to $5 for an “obstetrical case” and $2 to
“reduce a hernia.” He was often called upon to “draw a tooth.” Most frequently, he charged
patients for a visit and “medi.” Sometimes he specified which medicine he prescribed. Common
prescriptions were for quinine, arsenic, eye water, “coff” syrup, silver nitrate, red precipitate,
tincture, bitters, paregoric, ipecac, pink root, blue mass, and camphor. He also gave vaccinations.

Customers sometimes paid the doctor by cash or “note,” but often goods or services were
traded to pay a debt. Ely credited $20 for chopping ten cords of wood, $3 for hauling, and 75
cents for one day’s work. He also applied credits for payments in corn, whiskey, sweet potatoes,
pumpkins, pork, hay, apples, honey, and beef. Occasionally, when Ely was unable to collect on a
debt, he wrote in his account book that the customer paid “by being a shit ass,” “by being middle

aged shit ass,” “by being old shit ass” or “by being poore not able to pay.”
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A wealth of information can be gleaned from Ely’s records. In addition to family health
history, these account books provide clues about birth dates and how a family lived—such as
whether they were able to pay by cash or traded goods or labor. These records can also help tie a
person to New Palestine during this time period and identify names of family members.

Ely listed debts on one page and credits on a second page, both pages bearing the same
number. The following pages are missing: credits page 184, debts page 185, credits page 186,
debts page 187, credits page 188, and both credits and debts for pages 189-92. Names are
indexed in the front of the book. Occasionally a name was spelled differently in the book’s index
than in the book. In these cases, entries for both spellings with cross-references have been
included in the index below.

In some cases information has been added to the index in brackets after a name or page
number. “[Pages missing]” indicates that both debt and credit pages are missing, so while the
name appears in the index, there is no additional information about the person in the book.
“[Debts missing]” indicates that the “debts” page is missing for the person, so there is no
information about what services that patient received. “[Credits missing]” means that the
“credits” page is missing for the person, so there is no information about how this patient paid
Ely. “[No page]” means that Ely wrote a name but not a page number in the index. Other items

in parentheses are notes made by Ely and were transcribed as written.

Notes

1. “Death of James M. Ely,” Hancock Democrat (Greenfield, IN), December 14, 1905. Dr.
Ely and his wife’s shared headstone can be found at the New Palestine Cemetery.

2. James M. Ely, “Account Books, 1851-1866,” BV 0061-0062, William Henry Smith

Memorial Library, Indiana Historical Society.
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Name Index in Account Book of Dr. James Madison Ely, 1853-1855

A

Abieht, Jane, 80

Adams, James, 98

Adams, Marcelaus, 187 [debts missing]
Alie, James, 16

Alie, William, 162

Allen, Jesse, 108

Anderson, Charles, 14

Anderson, George, 104

Anderson, James, 93

Anderson, John, 168

Anderson, Samuel, 122

Anderson, Mr. Steem Sawmill, 120
Anderson, Wesley, 22

Arnold, Charles, 152

Arnold, Joseph, 21

Arnold, Thompson, 157

Arnold, William, 81

Arther, Thomas, 149

Ashcraft, Amos, 123, 191 [pages missing]
Ashcraft, John, 164

Ashworth, Wood, 114

Askins, George, 188 [credits missing]

B

Bailey, James, 124

Baker, Cornelious, 35

Baker, Valantine, 145

Ball, William, 90

Ballard, Medley, 124

Barnard, James, 170

Barnard, Reubin, 186 [credits missing]
Barnard, Eliza, 107 [see Barnet, Eliza]
Barnet, Eliza, 107 [see Barnard, Eliza]
Belton, William, 113

Bennate, James, 86

Bennate, John, 128

Bennate, Samuel, 41

Bennate, Samuel Sen., 57

Berry, Bassel, 137

Binder, Widow, 185 [debts missing]
Birk, Lewis, 74

Black, James, 122

Blackford, Alford, 192 [pages missing]

Blunt, Newton, 132
Boran, Elijah, 27

Boran, Isaac, 70

Boran, J. L., 42
Brandenburge, James, 67
Brandenburge, Samuel, 94
Breedlove, Berryman, 29
Breedlove, Jefferson, 64
Brooks, Henry, 15
Brown, Robert, 112
Butter, Nathan, 24

C

Cambel, James, 84

Cambel, John, 49 [see Camel, John]
Cambel, Joseph Jr., 8

Cambridge, William, 24

Camel, John, 49 [see Cambel, John]
Carder, Old Mr., 106

Carder, Oliver, 66

Chambers, Hiram, 50, 182

Colliers, Willington, 109

Conner, Joseph, 79, 179

Coons, Elisabeth, 89

Copeland, George, 10
Cunningham, Ezekel, 121
Cunningham, James, 91

D

Daverson, Robert, 3
Davis, Robert, 77, 165
Dickerson, Stephen, 117
Durban, Mr., 158

E

Eds, Lewis, 183
Emmons, James, 143
Ensminger, Mr., 16
Essex, Joseph, 171
Evans, Mr., 128
Evans, Elot, 128
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F

Faut, John D., 23

Fife, James, 39

Fogalsong, William, 106

Fountan, Lemuel, 66

Fowler, Benjamin, 28

Frits, David, 84

Frits, Henderson, 24

Frits, Joseph, 60 [misnumbered; should be
61]

Furry, George, 115

Furry, Widow, 99

G

Gadd, William, 25

Gaimon, Preston, 119

Gambrel, Andrew, 38

Gambrel, John, 130

Gambrel, Old Mr., 82

Gates, Henry, 127

Gauer, Fredric, 152 [see Gaver, Frederic]
Gaver, Frederic, 152 [see Gauer, Frederic]
Gimmer, Mr., 132

Greenwalt, Henry, 174

Grimes, Oliver, 169

Grine, Henry, 18 [see Grive, Henry]
Grine, Old Mr., 126, 176

Grive, Henry, 18 [see Grine, Henry]
Gundrum, Conrad, 75

H

Hains, Abreham, 140 [misnumbered; should
be 141]

Harper, John, 119

Harper, William, 97

Hart, Mr., 173

Haul, John, 9

Hawk, Adam, 160

Hawk, James, 175

Hawkins, Joseph, 52

Hews, Jacob, 78

Hews, William, 47

Hickingbottom, George, 125

Hickman, George, 78

Hickman, James, 37

Hilligas, Jacob, 133

Hinebaugh, George, 169
Hutton, Asa, 53
Hutton, Samuel, 26

I
Irons, John, 139

J

Johnson, James, 14
Johnson, James R. R., 145
Joise, Granville, 100
Joise, Henderson, 2

K
Kepla, David, 116
Kitchen, James, 9

L

Lacy, Mr., 120

Lang, John (“Duch”), 65
Lang, John, 30

Lasher, Lewis, 15
Leachman, Richard, 148
Leachman, William, 87
Leachman, Wm., 87
Lenard, John A., 51
Liget, George, 153
Lions, James, 102
Lions, John S., 58
Lipsicomb, John, 3
Lipsicomb, John B., 3
Low, Joseph, 91

Low, Thomas, 117
Low, Willard, 11

Low, Woodbeck, 17
Low, Y.R., 41

Lucas, Frank, 69

M

Malson, Jacob, 150

Manga, Widow, 27

Marietta, Mr., 125

Martin, John, 92

Martin, Mrs., 7

Martin, Wm., 189 [pages missing]
McCarter, John, 12
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Mcconnel, John, 167
Mccormic, Patric, 183
Mcduffee, James, 100

Mcfall, Mr., 155

Mcgaughey, Elisabeth, 151
Mcguire, James, 68

Mcguire, William, 118

Mcvey, Thomas, 1

Moore, Denton, 59

Moore, Nathan, 62

Muratta, John, 146

Murnan, Elisabeth, 96

Murnan, George, 161

Murnan, Hiram, 115

Murnan, Jacob, 45

Murnan, Jacob Jr., 140
Murnan, James (“old Jim”), 7
Murnan, James (“yong Jim”), 5
Murnan, James James (Jim), 72
Murnan, Jane, 8

Murnan, John, 135

Murnan, John (sen.), 178
Murnan, Micheal, 10

Murnan, William, 88

Murphy, John, 89

Murphy, (Yong) Mr., 182
Murphy, Wm., 190 [pages missing]
Muth, Daniel, 156

Muth, George, 44

Myers, Antoney, 126, 166

N
Neal, Richard, 92

(0]

Obrine, George, 4
Obrine, James, 172
Ortal, Christian, 111

P

Pain, Mary, 191 [pages missing]
Parrish, Thomas, 153

Pats, Jonathan, 56

Pitcher, Harrison, 111

Pope, Henry, 110

Pots, Wesley, 163 [see Potts, Wesley]

Potts, Alfred, 12
Potts, Wesley, 163 [see Pots, Wesley]
Powell, Stephen, 95

R

Rafferty, George, 85
Range, Soloman, 131
Reed, James, 131
Reeves, James, 36
Reeves, Lewis, 60
Robinson, George H., 39
Robinson, Isaac, 62
Robinson, James, 2
Robinson, John S., 75
Robinson, Johnson, 74
Roda, Mr. [no page number]
Rollens, Samuel, 95
Rosebary, Galard, 116
Rugals, Amos, 158
Rugals, Enic, 110
Rugals, Sarah, 26
Rugals, Wesley, 147
Rugals, William, 133
Rugals, Wm., 133
Rula, Chris, 19

Rula, Wm., 65

S

Scott, John, 18

Scott, Philip, 11

Selders, John, 22

Shellhouse, Edward, 105

Shockley, Quiller, 138

Shockley, Samuel, 112, 184 [credits
missing]

Silvester, Lemuel, 156

Simmons, John, 33, 136

Simpson, John, 177

Smith, Emanuel, 159

Smith, William Esq., 123

Snell, Lewis, 129

Snodgrass, Benjamin, 76

Snodgrass, James, 48

Snodgrass, Jerome, 71

Snodgrass, Napolian B., 20

Snodgrass, Nathan E., 46
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Strobel, S., 98
Swift, Thomas, 40, 180

T

Thomas, Hiram, 32

Thomas, Mr. R. R. 140 [misnumbered;
should be 141]

Tracy, Aeil, 54

Tracy, Hiram, 31

Tracy, Jefferson, 90

Trimbel, Andrew, 70

Trisler, William, 118

Tuttel, Mr., 154

U

Ulera, Widow, 144 [see Ulerra, Widow]
Ulerra, Widow, 144 [see Ulera, Widow]
Umphra, Thomas, 6

\%

Valantine, Elza, 142
Valantine, Samuel, 73
Van Rimpel, Widow, 17
Vernan, Green, 13
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Vernon, Granville, 60 [misnumbered; should
be 61]

Vernon, Noah, 63

Vogel, Y., 68

w

Wainscot, Monroe, 13
Wall, Mary, 146

Wall, Robert W., 134
Wear, Robert, 83

West, John, 139

Willis, James, 34
Willis, John, 25, 181
Willis, Samuel, 21
Wilson, Amos, 103
Wilson, Cavinaugh, 148
Wilson, Thomas, 167
Workman, William, 147
Wright, Daniel, 113

Y

Yans, John, 105

Yantz, John (“duch”), 129
Youngman, Micheal, 63
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