Collection #
SC 3624
DVD 2366

DONALD C. DANIELSON
ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW AND TRANSCRIPT, 2014

Collection Information 1
Biographical Sketch 2
Scope and Content Note 3
Contents 3

Processed by

Paul Brockman
July, 2020

Manuscript and Visual Collections Department
William Henry Smith Memorial Library
Indiana Historical Society
450 West Ohio Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202-3269

www.indianahistory.org



http://www.indianahistory.org/

COLLECTION INFORMATION

VOLUME OF
COLLECTION:

COLLECTION
DATES:

PROVENANCE:

RESTRICTIONS:

COPYRIGHT:

REPRODUCTION
RIGHTS:

ALTERNATE
FORMATS:

RELATED
HOLDINGS:

ACCESSION
NUMBER:

NOTES:

Indiana Historical Society

1 Manuscript Folder; 1 Audio DVD

2014

Donald C. Danielson, New Castle, Indiana, November, 2014

The interview may be used for private study, scholarship, or
research. Permission to reproduce or publish this interview,
whether in whole or in part, must be obtained from the William
H. Smith Memorial Library, Eugene and Marilyn Glick
Indiana History Center, 450 West Ohio Street, Indianapolis,
Indiana, 46202-3269.

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society.

2020.0090

Readers of this oral history interview should bear in mind that
it is a transcript of the spoken word. Although the transcript
has been lightly edited, IHS has diligently sought to preserve
its informal, conversational style, as well as the integrity of the
interview’s content. While some attempt has been taken to
explain through footnotes some of the facts given by the
interviewee, IHS is not responsible for the factual accuracy of
the interview’s content or for the views expressed within.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Donald C. (“Danny”’) Danielson was born in Spring Valley, Minnesota, in 1919. As a
child, his parents moved the family to Pierre, South Dakota, where he graduated from high
school in 1937. During his youth, he played baseball. Before attending Indiana University
(1U) following high school, he was approached by the St. Louis Cardinals, a professional
baseball team, to play with them but chose to play baseball at U instead. He graduated
from U in 1942 and was signed to play in the Brooklyn Dodgers organization. After one
year in the minor leagues, he enlisted in the US Navy, serving on troop transport ships that
brought soldiers to England and France during World War 1l. He met his wife, Patricia
Jane (“Patty”) Peterson, during his college years and married her after his return from war
service. Back in civilian life, he first worked for 1U in the alumni office and then took a job
in 1948 with Modernfold, a company in New Castle, Indiana, that manufactured folding
doors. He became the company’s CEO in 1969 and left there in 1976. That same year he
took a job at City Securities Corp., his father-in-law’s finance company, where he
remained until his death. Mr. Danielson died on 7 May 2015, in New Castle, Indiana.

Sources:
Information in collection
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This manuscript was transcribed from a digitally recorded interview conducted on 12
November 2014 at Mr. Danielson’s home in New Castle, Indiana, by Wendy L. Adams,
Indiana Historical Society’s (IHS) director of oral history. Ms. Adams transcribed the

interview in December 2014 and lightly edited the transcript in March 2015. The

interview, which includes the audio recording and the transcript, is housed at the William

H. Smith Memorial Library, Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center,
Indianapolis, Indiana.
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