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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

William Hardman and Edith Davis Hardman

William Robert Hardman was born on 23 December 1876 in the Vernon Township of
Washington County, Indiana, to Leonard Hardman and Margaret Wadsworth Hardman. He
earned his bachelor’s degree from Indiana University. On 24 December 1901, he married
Edith Lula Davis in Washington County.

At the time of the 1910 census, William and Edith were living in Vincennes, Indiana, where
he taught geometry at Vincennes High School. At some point William also taught in schools
in Washington County and in Paragon in Morgan County. The couple lived in Anderson,
Indiana, at the time of the 1920 census, where William was principal of Anderson High
School. Later in 1920, they moved to West Lafayette, where he was a mathematics professor
at Purdue University until 1949. By 1950, William and Edith had moved back to Washington
County. William died on 6 December 1955 at home in Livonia and was buried beside his
wife in Livonia Cemetery.

Edith Lula Davis was born on 27 September 1873 in Washington County to William Walter
Davis and Alice Elizabeth Tharp Davis. She grew up on a farm in the Madison Township of
Washington County. Edith died on 27 October 1954 near Livonia.

Leonard and Margaret Hardman

Leonard Straight Hardman (1823—-1885) was a farmer. He grew up in Orange County. His
first wife, Martha J. Campbell, died in 1861. They had one daughter, Mary (Evans) (1858—
1932). Leonard married Margaret Wadsworth (1836—1921) on 16 June 1869 in Orange
County. They had a farm in Vernon Township, Washington County. Their only child was
William Robert Hardman.

Margaret Wadsworth Hardman was born on 9 May 1836 to Robert Wadsworth and Nancy
Riggs Wadsworth. She also grew up on an Orange County farm. After her husband’s death,
Margaret continued to live on and manage their farm in Washington County. She died on 22
June 1921 in Vernon Township and was buried beside her husband in Liberty Cemetery in
Orleans in Orange County.

William and Alice Davis and the Knox Family

William Walter Davis was born on 27 March 1847 to James Davis and Martha Emily Wright
Davis. He grew up on a farm in Vernon Township. He married Alice Tharp on 10 October
1872 in Washington County. They had two children, Edith Lula and Alphonso Tharp Davis
(1875-1954), whom they raised on their farm in the Madison Township of Washington
County. William died on 24 November 1921.

Alice Elizabeth Tharp Davis was born on 23 June 1850 in Livonia to Peter Tharp and
Elizabeth Martin Tharp. At the time of the 1870 census, Alice Tharp is listed as a domestic
servant living with the family of Dr. Alexander McPheeters in Livonia. Dr. McPheeters was
the uncle of Charles McPheeters (see below). Alice died on 10 December 1927 of a fractured
skull after being kicked by a horse.

Indiana Historical Society Davis — Hardman Family Collection Page 2



William Davis had a brother named Albert Josiah Davis (1849—-1920). Albert and his wife
Matilda had three children: Bertha, Anna Belle, and Cyrus. Bertha Etta Davis was born on
18 November 1871 in Livonia. She served with the American Baptist Foreign Missionary
Society in Burma for more than thirty years. Bertha died in Salem on 22 July 1970.

Anna Belle Davis married Fred Knox, and they had two children: a daughter named Glyde
and a son named Dwight. Glyde Marie Knox (1895-1991) was the donor of this collection.
Fred had an older brother named Theodore Knox. Theodore and his wife, Sarah Ellen
Hutchinson Knox, had several children, two of whom were Ethel and Lena. Ethel Knox was
born on 1 January 1886. She married Edgar K. Hardin in November 1907. The couple lived
in Washington County. Ethel died on 19 January 1967. Her sister, Lena Knox, was born on
20 September 1887. She married Clarence Homer Patton in Marion County in September
1912. Lena died just two months later, on 19 December 1912, in Indianapolis.

Charles and Hattie McPheeters

Charles “Charlie” D. McPheeters was born on 6 September 1852 in Orange County to Hugh
and Zerelda Mitchell McPheeters. The family lived on a farm in Orleans Township. In May
1883, Charlie married Harriet “Hattie” S. Shepherd in Salem in Washington County. The
couple lived on a farm in the Madison Township of Washington County. At the time of the
1910 census, Hattie’s sister, Mahalla “Hulda” Ann Shepherd (1842—-1911) lived with them.
Charlie died on 9 May 1920 in Madison Township.

Harriet “Hattie” S. Shepherd was born on 22 May 1860 to James W. Shepherd and Nancy
Hungate Shepherd. She grew up in Washington County. On 24 January 1924, Hattie was
appointed postmaster of Livonia. She died on 31 October 1950 in Washington County.

Howard Family

Joseph Kerr Howard was a minister at the Baptist Church in Livonia. He was born on 22
October 1839 to Lewis Howard and Mary Kerr Howard. On 30 June 1868, he married
LaBelle E. Kelso in Washington County. Two of their children were James Herbert Howard
and Eva Esther Howard (Tegarden). Joseph married again, to Martha Ellen Walker
(sometimes called Ella) on 30 September 1876. Sometime between 1900 and 1910, Joseph
and Martha moved from Washington County to Indianapolis. Joseph died in Indianapolis on
24 July 1915.

Martha Ellen Walker Howard was born on 10 June 1849 to Thomas B. Walker and Nancy
Woodruff Walker. She grew up in Floyd and Orange counties in southern Indiana. She had
a son named Roy Anderson Howard, who was born in Livonia on 21 July 1888 and died in
Indianapolis on 22 May 1917. Martha died in Indianapolis on 2 May 1922 in Indianapolis.
She and Joseph and Roy were all buried in Crown Hill Cemetery.

James Herbert Howard was born on 29 July 1869 and grew up in the Madison Township

of Washington County. In September 1898, he married Viola “Ola” E. McPheeters. They
had two children, Maybell Claire (1899-1982) and Russell (1902—-1925). In 1900, James
was a farmer in Madison Township. By 1910, the family had moved to Kansas. By 1930,
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James, Viola, and Maybell had moved to Los Angeles, California. James died there on
5 December 1946.

Viola “Ola” McPheeters (Howard) was born on 14 October 1873 to Andrew Augustus
McPheeters (1826-1874) and Mary A. Voyles Turner McPheeters (Hinds Kepley) (1841—
1924). Andrew and Mary married on 25 December 1871 in Floyd County. It is unknown
how Andrew and Viola might have been related to Charles and Alexander McPheeters. Viola
died on 14 January 1957 in Los Angeles.

Eva Esther Howard, who appears to have gone by her middle name, was born in February
1874. She grew up in the Madison Township of Washington County. She attended Franklin
College. At the time of the 1900 census, she was a music teacher. In December 1902, she
married James Harvey Tegarden. Their daughter, Charlotte, was born on 18 May 1907 in
Indiana.

James Harvey Tegarden was born in May 1871 to James H. Tegarden (Sr.) and Charlotte
Elliott Tegarden (1844—1901). He grew up in the Vernon Township of Washington County.
James and his wife Esther moved to Colorado sometime between their daughter Charlotte’s
birth in May 1907 and May 1910. James farmed in Colorado, and his brother, an aunt, and
a niece of his, all born in Indiana, were included in his household. Both James and Esther
Tegarden died in 1960 in Colorado.

James’ and Esther’s daughter, Charlotte, attended the University of Colorado in Boulder. On
8 March 1933, Charlotte Tegarden married George Totten in Golden, Colorado. By 1940,
the couple lived in Madison, Wisconsin. By 1950, they lived in Austin, Texas, and had two
sons, Cyrus and James. George died in 1986, while the couple was living in Ohio. Charlotte
Tegarden Totten died on 20 January 1990 in Florida.

Edna McCullough Fisher

Edna Carter McCullough was born on 28 January 1878 in Livonia to John W. McCullough
and Alice Carter McCullough. In 1880, the family lived in the Madison Township of
Washington County, where Edna’s father was a farmer. By 1900, Edna had two younger
sisters, Nellie and Lillian, and the family lived in Orleans Township in Orange County,
where her father worked as a clerk in a general store.

On 24 November 1904, Edna married Dr. William Thomas Fisher (1872—-1948) in Orange
County. At the time of the 1910 census, Edna and her husband lived in Wayne County,
Indiana, where he practiced medicine. In August 1911, in Centerville, Wayne County, Edna
gave birth to a son, John William Fisher, who was stillborn. On 1 March 1914, Edna gave
birth to a daughter in Centerville. A 1920 census record could not be found for Edna and
William, but no daughter was listed as living with the couple at the time of the 1930 census.

In 1918, William joined the U.S. Army, serving as a physician. In 1930, Edna and William
lived at Fort Adams in Newport, Rhode Island. William retired from the Army on 30
September 1934 with the rank of Major. In 1935, the couple lived in Paoli, Indiana, but in
1936 they moved to Pasadena, California. William died on 11 May 1948 and Edna died on
her 83" birthday on 28 January 1961, both in Los Angeles County.
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Horace V. Gibson

Horace Van Norman Gibson was born on 26 June 1898 in Los Angeles, California, to James
Gibson and Gertrude Van Norman Gibson. James was born in Massachusetts and Gertrude
was born in Ohio, but Gertrude’s mother, Martha Nutt Hazlett Van Norman (1841-1910),
was from Anderson, Indiana. Martha’s father, James Hazlett, served as mayor of Anderson
from 1878—1881. Horace married Zora Bear in October 1926, and they had a son named
Thomas. Horace died in San Diego, California, on 21 July 1978.

Sources:
Ancestrylibrary.com (Accessed 27 June 2025):

California, U.S., Death Index, 1940-1997

Find a Grave

Indiana, U.S., Birth Certificates, 1907-1944
Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899—-2017
Indiana, U.S., Marriage Index, 1800-1941

Indiana, U.S., Marriages, 1810-2001

United States Federal Census, 1850-1950

U.S., Appointments of U.S. Postmasters, 1832—-1971
U.S., Select Military Registers, 1862—1985

U.S., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014

“Former Anderson Principal Expires.” Anderson Daily Bulletin, 8 December 1955, p. 1.
Obituary for Charlotte E. Totten. The Tampa Tribune (Florida), 24 January 1990, p. 6.
Obituary for William T. Fisher. The Pasadena Independent (Calif.), 13 May 1948, p. 35.

“W. R. Hardman, Former Teacher Here, Succumbs.” Vincennes Sun-Commercial,
8 December 1955, p. 25.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains photographs of Edith Davis Hardman and her husband, William
Hardman, and some of their relatives and friends. Some of the other surnames of people
pictured in this collection are: Knox, McPheeters, Howard, Tegarden, Huff, Parrott,
McCullough, Fisher, and Gibson. Most of these people were originally from Washington
County or the adjacent Orange County, both in Indiana. Most of the photographs have some
identification. Most do not include a date but range from ca. 1890s to ca. 1910s.

The collection also includes some handwritten manuscript material, including postcards and
other correspondence, and poems. These materials date from ca. 1893 to ca. 1925.
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CONTENTS

CONTENTS

Portraits of Edith Davis Hartman — eleven
photographs: 1) mounted photo [ca. 1890s];

2) cabinet card portrait by L.E. Shaw of Bloomington,
Ind. [ca. 1901; possibly a wedding or engagement
portrait]; 3) mounted portrait, seated, wearing a hat,
with patterned wallpaper behind her; 4) portrait
wearing eyeglasses and a dress with a wide collar;

5) portrait wearing eyeglasses and a lace collar [ca.
late 1910s]; 6) full-length portrait, wearing a hat and a
dark-colored dress [ca. 1900]; 7) Edith seen at a
distance, standing on a bridge at Clifty Falls; 8) Edith
seated on the ground with the dog called Old Tip;

9) Edith seated on piano bench with her back to the
piano [ca. 1902]; 10) Edith standing by water, with a
large ornate building in the background [possibly at
the 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis, Missouri];

11) Edith in the center with two other women in front
of a large house.

Portraits of William Robert Hardman — six
photographs: 1) a cut-out oval portrait with a high
collar and white tie; 2) seated at his desk at the head of
a classroom at Vincennes University [ca. 1910];

3) cabinet card portrait by L.E. Shaw of Bloomington,
Ind. [ca. 1901; possibly a wedding or engagement
portrait]; 4) portrait wearing a suit with a zigzag
striped tie [photo by Reeves of Anderson, Ind., ca. late
1910s]; 5) William seated on the ground with the dog
called Old Tip; 6) larger print of same portrait of
William with OId Tip.

Three small portraits of the dog known as Old Tip;
same photograph, but one is cut in an oval [ca. 1900].
The dog belonged to Glyde Knox but stayed with
Edith in the early 1900s. One larger photo of Old Tip
lying down on a porch.

Twelve photographs of Edith and William Hardman:
1) William and Edith seated in a parlor, 1900; 2) oval
photo of Edith and William Hardman with William
Davis; 3) Edith and William Hardman with Margaret
Wadsworth Hardman at family home south of
Campbellsburg in Washington County. (continued)
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Photographs of Edith and William Hardman
(continued): 4) [possibly William and Edith with Old
Tip, the dog, in a horse-drawn carriage by a house]; 5)
portrait of William and Edith by L.E. Shaw of
Bloomington, Ind. [ca. 1901; possibly a wedding or
engagement portrait]; 6) Edith seated in a parlor with
William a blur because he was caught in motion;

7) William and Edith with William Davis, all seated
on the grass by a tree; 8) Edith and William seated,
with patterned wallpaper behind them; 9) William
seated in a chair with Edith standing next to him
outdoors; 10) Edith and William seated on an outdoor
bench; 11 and 12) two copies of a mounted photo of
Edith and William [standing by the Eads Bridge over
the Mississippi River in St. Louis, Missouri] on 28
August 1904 [the summer that both the World’s Fair
and the Olympics were held in St. Louis].

Sixteen photographs of members of the Davis family:
1) Alice Tharp Davis, seated, wearing a dark dress;

2) young woman with a bicycle [written on back:
“Might be Aunt Bertha taken in Burma. Glyde” — this
may be a note written by Glyde Knox about her aunt,
Bertha Etta Davis]; 3) “Alice Davis & her turkeys and
chickens” standing outside a barn; 4) William Davis
and his daughter, Edith Hardman, standing outside a
large house; 5, 6, 7) Will Davis visiting his daughter,
Edith Hardman [three copies of this photo of them at
the same house as #4]; 8) “The Green House / The old
mud road to Livonia from Salem now 56 West. Date
1910 / Madison township / Home of Will & Alice
Davis, Edith & Alphonso”; 9) Edith Davis Hardman,
William and Alice Davis, and Ollie standing in the
front yard of “The Green House”; 10) Edith Davis
Hardman seated in a horse-drawn carriage with her
parents, William and Alice Davis, standing next to it
and a large house in the background; 11) William
Davis posing by two horses on his farm west of
Salem, 1906; 12, 13) two copies of a portrait of two
women named Edith Davis — on left is Edith Davis
Hardman of Campbellsburg and on right is Edith
Davis of Salem, they are both wearing hats and similar
dresses; 14) William and Alice Davis seated in chairs
with William Hardman seated on the grass with Old
Tip, the dog. (continued)
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Photographs of members of the Davis family
(continued): 15, 16) outdoor portrait of eight people
including William and Alice Davis and Edith Davis
Hardman with Old Tip.

Six photographs of Margaret Wadsworth Hardman:

1, 2) two portraits of Margaret wearing a dark dress
with a white bow at the neck; 3, 4) two copies of a
photo of Margaret standing by a cow and pigs;

5) portrait of Margaret wearing dark clothing against a
light background; 6) Margaret with her daughter-in-
law, Edith Davis Hardman, standing outside her
Campbellsburg home.

Ten group portraits: 1) thirty-two people posed outside
of a house [none identified, but the man in the back
row at far right appears to be William Davis, and the
woman seated in front on the grass at the left may be
Edith Davis Hardman]; 2) “Our Crowd”—shows nine
people, including Edith and William Hardman and
James and Esther Tegarden, having a picnic at Clifty
Falls near Campbellsburg on 4 July 1900; 3) Edith
Davis Hardman, cousin Nancy Huff, Margaret
Wadsworth Hardman, and William Hardman standing
by a fence in front of a house; 4) ten people posed
outdoors, including William and Edith Hardman;

5) six people posed in front of a house, including
Edith and William Hardman; 6) ten people posed
outdoors, including Edith Davis Hardman, Alice
Davis, Hattie McPheeters, and Charlie McPheeters;

7, 8) two copies of photo of William and Edith
Hardman with cousin Nancy Huff and Margaret
Wadsworth Hardman; 9) five people, including
William and Edith Hardman, standing outdoors with a
hill behind them; 10) six people seated around a
kitchen table [none identified, but may be, left to right:
Margaret Wadsworth Hardman, Alice Tharp Davis,
William Davis, William Hardman, Edith Davis
Hardman, and cousin Nancy Huff].

Eight photographs of members of the Howard /
McPheeters / Tegarden families: 1) four young
women, including Esther Howard and Julia Parrott
[1869—1956, missionary to Burma], Franklin College
students (photo by Thompson of Franklin, Ind.).
(continued)
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Photographs of members of the Howard / McPheeters
/ Tegarden families (continued): 2) portrait of Viola
McPheeters Howard; 3) cabinet card photo of Martha
Ellen Walker Howard (photo by Will Mobley of
Salem, Ind.); 4, 5) two copies of photo of Charlie and
Hattie McPheeters with an unidentified woman with a
large house in the background; 6) Charlie and Hattie
McPheeters seated on the porch of the same house
pictured in #s 4 and 5; 7) man seated in a horse-drawn
carriage (someone has written “Dr. J.F. Howard and
‘Lady Carmen’” on the front) [believed to be Joseph
Kerr Howard and horse, Lady Carmen]; 8) portrait of
James Harvey Tegarden with wife Eva Esther Howard
Tegarden and their daughter, Charlotte [ca. 1910].

Portrait of sisters Ethel and Lena Knox (photo by
Mobley’s Art Gallery of Salem, Ind.) [ca. 1900].

Portrait of Edna McCullough Fisher (photo by Littell
of Orleans, Ind.) [ca. 1900].

Portrait of Horace Van Norman Gibson as a child in a
sailor outfit (photo by Alfred Turner of Anderson,
Ind.).

Ten photographs of unidentified people: 1) two
women and a young child (photo by Hicks of
Franklin, Ind.); 2) woman in a hat and dark dress
seated in a glider swing with a cat in her lap;

3) man in a dark suit and vest with a light-colored tie;
4) young boy wearing boots and a double-breasted
jacket with a bow at his neck, with patterned
wallpaper behind him; 5, 6) two copies of a portrait of
a young man in a suit (one has writing in German on
the back [translated to: “When I was a better boy /
Winter 189697 / Wilhelm / With compliments”]);

7) a young man dressed in the same way as Wilhelm
in the previous two photos, who looks very similar but
has a bit longer hair; 8) two girls in lacy dresses; 9) a
young boy in a sailor outfit; 10) two men, two women,
and a child seated around a kitchen table.
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Eight photographs of houses: 1) a woman seen at a
distance [possibly Edith Davis Hardman] standing on
the balcony of a large house; 2) an older man and
woman standing in front of a house; 3) a man and
woman standing in front of a house [this is only the
left side of a mounted photo with the rest broken off];
4) a large house with porches and a bicycle leaning
against one porch; 5) a man with a mustache leaning
against a post on the front porch of a house; 6) a two-
story house next to a dirt road; 7, 8) two copies (one
mounted) of a photo of two girls standing on the porch
of a house with a fence around it (written on the back
of one copy: “Where we lived at Paragon Indiana in
1903—4 — Taken later when another family occupied
the house” [probably written by William or Edith
Hardman about the house where they lived in Morgan
County]).

Dark photo of a man standing in a boat near a bridge.

Mounted photo of a large crowd of people outside the
Union Depot Hotel in Vincennes, Ind.

Two poems, “A Song of Summer” and “The land of
yesterday” handwritten by L.E. Davis of Livonia, on
attached pages. The first is dated 3 November 1893.

Letter to Alice and William Davis in Livonia from
their niece, Anna Zua Coulter [daughter of William’s
sister, Mary Ellen Davis Coulter (1845-1921)] in East
Chicago, Ind., written on 26 January 1921 [just three
weeks after her mother’s death]. She writes about how
much she misses her mother and asks what became of
her cats. She also mentions that she received a letter
from Edith.

Eighteen postcards: sixteen are addressed either to Mr.
Fred Knox or his wife, Anna Davis Knox [parents of
Glyde Knox]. Postmarks range in date from 1913 to
1925, with some unreadable. One is from their son,
Dwight; some are from [Anna’s cousin Edith Davis
Hardman]. Places the postcards are from include:
West Baden, Seymour, Franklin, Martinsville,
Anderson, Salem, Lafayette, Indianapolis, and
Bedford. (continued)
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Postcards (continued): Two postcards did not go Box 2, Folder 4
through the mail; one of these is a real photo postcard

of the house that had belonged to William and Alice

Davis, east of Livonia on State Highway 56.

Handwritten notebook. Title page says: “Jingles” by Box 2, Folder 5
Edith Davis Hardman. Inside are poems and

correspondence. The back cover has Lincoln’s

Gettysburg Address printed on it.
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