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COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  

COLLECTION: 

11 manuscript boxes, 1 oversized manuscript box, 1 folder 

color photographs, 15 video tapes, 7 DVDs 

COLLECTION  

DATES: 

1953–2013 

PROVENANCE: ACLU of Indiana, 2013 

RESTRICTIONS: None 

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  

RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 

must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  

FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  

HOLDINGS: 

Rowland Allen Papers, M 0508 

ACCESSION  

NUMBER: 

2013.0181 

NOTES:  
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

The ACLU of Indiana (the Indiana Civil Liberties Union until 2006) held its first meeting 

on 20 November, 1953, and is an affiliate of the American Civil Liberties Union which 

was founded in 1920 to protect individual freedom guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. The 

initial meeting gained national attention after the Indiana War Memorial Commission in 

Indianapolis rescinded its earlier permission to allow the meeting in their facility on the 

grounds that the organization allowed Communists to belong.  The fight to hold their 

meeting in the War Memorial was to continue for the next twenty years. Among the 

ICLU’s founders were Irving Fink and Rowland Allen. 

The ICLU has been involved in numerous cases protecting the rights guaranteed to citizens 

under the Bill of Rights.  In the 1960s the ICLU represented Vietnam War protestors, 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, protecting welfare rights and improving jail conditions.  In February, 

1973, the Indiana State Supreme Court overturned the Marion County Superior Court’s 

ruling and allowed the ICLU to meet at the War Memorial.  Other triumphs for the 

organization in the 1970s included the right of students to freedom of expression by not 

restricting the length of their hair and protecting public school students from state 

supported religious instruction by not teaching creationism in biology classes. 

In the 1980s and 1990s the ICLU was at the forefront of several controversial cases.  In 

1986 it supported Ryan White’s efforts to attend school after being diagnosed with AIDS.  

In 1993 it supported the Ku Klux Klan’s right to assemble on the steps of the State Capital 

arguing that the First Amendment protects free speech no matter how offensive.  Other 

cases in this time period involved ending license branch patronage and protecting against 

police brutality. 

From 2000 to the present the ACLU of Indiana continues to protect rights guaranteed by 

the Bill of Rights.  These include limiting the power of law enforcement to conduct 

searches using drug-sniffing dogs at roadblocks, striking down the state curfew law for 

minors and denying Medicaid payment for therapy service to severely disabled children.  

In 2013 was successful in protecting Planned Parenthood from the state’s efforts to cut 

funding to the organization. 

 

Sources: 

Information in Collection. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The collection contains the ACLU/ICLU’s newsletters, board minutes and committee 

materials, legal issues and programs, materials regarding 2001 Indiana General Assembly 

and DVDs and video tapes.   

The newsletters date from 1968–2013 and list the litigation in which the organization has 

been involved as well as meetings and programs.  Board of Directors minutes and 

materials are from 1985–2009.  In additions to minutes, there are handbooks and materials 

from the Screening Committee, 1968–1995, and Legal Defense Fund items, 1985–1991.  

The collection also contains items regarding legal cases and public programs.  Legal 

materials include the transcript of the public hearing regarding the Indiana War Memorial 

Commission, 1968;  records regarding the Pro-Choice Coalition of Indiana, 1990–1994; 

press releases; annual meetings, 1979–2013; and public educational programs and 

conferences, 1981–2013.  Topics regarding the ICLU’s files on the 2001 Indiana General 

Assembly include curfew, charter schools, censorship, gambling, taxes, violent video 

games and police actions.  Among the media related materials is a DVD copy of the 

Edward R. Murrow broadcast regarding the ICLU’s attempt to meet in the War Memorial 

from See It Now, 24 November, 1953.  Other DVDs and VHS videos include the 

organization’s First Wednesdays Program, 2012–2013 and conferences, 1992, 1996. 
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SERIES CONTENTS 

Series 1: Newsletters 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

ICLU News, 1968 Box  1, Folder 1 

ICLU & You, 1970 Box 1, Folder 2 

ICLU & You, 1976–1979 Box 1, Folder 3 

ICLU & You, 1980–1983 Box1 , Folder 4 

ICLU & You, December 1972–May 1973 OMB 0138 

Box  1, Folder 1 

The Advocate, 1984 OMB 0138 

Box 1, Folder 2 

The Advocate, 1985–1986 OMB 0138 

Box 1, Folder 3 

The Advocate, 1987–1988 OMB 0138 

Box 1, Folder 4 

The Advocate, 1989–1990 OMB 0138 

Box 1, Folder 5 

The Advocate, 1991–1993 OMB 0138 

Box 1, Folder 6 

The Advocate, 1993 Box 1, Folder 5 

The Advocate, 1994 Box 1, Folder 6 

The Advocate, 1995 Box 1, Folder 7 

The Advocate, 1996 Box 1, Folder 8 

The Advocate, 1997 Box 1, Folder 9 

The Advocate, 1998 Box 1, Folder 10 

The Advocate, 1999 Box 1, Folder 11 

 Carrying the Torch, 2000 Box 2, Folder 1 

Carrying the Torch, 2001 Box 2, Folder 2 
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Carrying the Torch, 2002 Box 2, Folder 3 

Carrying the Torch, 2003 Box 2, Folder 4 

Carrying the Torch, 2004 Box 2, Folder 5 

Carrying the Torch, 2005 Box 2, Folder 6 

Carrying the Torch, 2006 Box 2, Folder 7 

Carrying the Torch, 2008–2013 Box 2, Folder 8 

Common Ground, 1995 Box 2, Folder 9 

Common Ground, 1996 Box 2, Folder 10 

Common Ground, 1997 Box 2, Folder 11 

Common Ground, 1998 Box 2, Folder 12 

Series 2: Board Minutes and Committee Materials 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Board of Directors, 1985–1988 Box 3, Folder 1 

Board of Directors, January–March, 1999 Box 3, Folder 2 

Board of Directors, April–August, 1999 Box 3, Folder 3 

Board of Directors, September–December, 1999 Box 3, Folder 4 

Board of Directors, January–June, 2000 Box 3, Folder 5 

Board of Directors, July–December, 2000 Box 3, Folder 6 

Board of Directors, 2002 Box 3, Folder 7 

Board of Directors, 2003 Box 3, Folder 8 

Board of Directors, 2004 Box 3, Folder 9 

Board of Directors, 2005 Box 3, Folder 10 

Board of Directors, 2006 Box 3, Folder 11 

Events Committee, 2009 Box 3, Folder 12 
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Screening Committee Handbook, 1968 Box 4, Folder 1 

Screening Committee Handbook, 1990 (1 of 2) Box 4, Folder 2 

Screening Committee Handbook, 1990 (2 of 2) Box 4, Folder 3 

Screening Materials, 1995 (1 of 3) Box 4, Folder 4 

Screening Materials, 1995 (2 of 3) Box 4, Folder 5 

Screening Materials, 1995 (3 of 3) Box 4, Folder 6 

Legal Reference Manual, 1995 (1 of 2) Box 4, Folder 7 

Legal Reference Manual, 1995 (2 of 2) Box 4, Folder 8 

Legal Defense Fund Report, November, 1985 Box 4, Folder 9 

Legal Defense Fund Annual Report, 1987–1988 Box 4, Folder 10 

Legal Defense Fund Annual Report, 1990 Box 4, Folder 11 

Legal Defense Fund Annual Report, 1991 Box 4, Folder 12 

Welfare Reform in Indiana Desk Book, 1998 (2 

copies) 

Box 5 

Series 3: Legal Issues and Programs 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Public Hearing, Indiana War Memorial Commission, 

1968 (1 of 3) 

Box 6, Folder 1 

Public Hearing, Indiana War Memorial Commission, 

1968 (2 of 3) 

Box 6, Folder 2 

Public Hearing, Indiana War Memorial Commission, 

1968 (3 of 3) 

Box 6, Folder 3 

Indianapolis, Street Solicitation, 1998 Box 6, Folder 4 

Pro-Choice Coalition of Indiana, 1990–1994 (1 of 3) Box 6, Folder 5 

Pro-Choice Coalition of Indiana, 1990–1994 (2 of 3) Box 6, Folder 6 

Pro-Choice Coalition of Indiana, 1990–1994 (3 of 3) Box 6, Folder 7 
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Religious Political Extremism in Indiana, 1996 Box 6, Folder 8 

To Hire a Hall, 1973 Box 6, Folder 9 

Secretary of State, Certificates regarding Name 

Change, 2005 

Box 6, Folder 10 

Current Litigation, 2008 Box 6, Folder 11 

Press Releases Box 6, Folder 12 

Press Releases Box 6, Folder 13 

Development, Americus Club, 1995–1996 Box 7, Folder 1 

Americus Club, 1996 Box 7, Folder 2 

Americus Club, 1996 Box 7, Folder 3 

Americus Club, 1997 Box 7, Folder 4 

Conference with CTS, 1996 Box 7, Folder 5 

Evita, ICLU Benefit Performance, 1996 Box 7, Folder 6 

Development, 1997–1998 Box 7, Folder 7 

Women’s Rights Conference, 1998 Box 7, Folder 8 

“Doing It Right” (High School Essay Contest,)  

1997–1998 

Box 7, Folder 9 

Youth Conferences, 1996–2001 Box 7, Folder 10 

Campus Organizing, 2001, 2003 Box 7, Folder 11 

Education, 1996–2008 Box 7, Folder 12 

Educational Pamphlets and Brochures Box 7, Folder13 

Annual Dinners, 1979–1999 Box 8, Folder 1 

Annual Dinners, 2000–2005 Box 8, Folder 2 

Annual Dinners, 2009–2013 Box 8, Folder 3 

Annual Dinner Tickets, 1990s–2010s Box 8, Folder 4 

Student Conferences, 2004–2010 Box 8, Folder 5 
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Programs and Events, 1981–2012 Box 8, Folder 6 

Gilbert Holmes photographs; ACLU Meetings Color Photographs: 

Box 1, Folder 1 

First Wednesdays Programs, 2012–2013 Box 8, Folder 7 

Awards, 2005–2006 Box 8, Folder 8 

Impact Awards, 2007 Box 8, Folder 9 

Personnel, Job Descriptions, Policies and Procedures, 

2004 

Box 8, Folder 10 

Series 4: Indiana General Assembly (IGA), 2001 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (1 of 12) Box 9, Folder 1 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (2 of 12) Box 9, Folder 2 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (3 of 12) Box 9, Folder 3 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (4 of 12) Box 9, Folder 4 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (5 of 12) Box 9, Folder 5 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (6 of 12) Box 9, Folder 6 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (7 of 12) Box 9, Folder 7 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (8 of 12) Box 9, Folder 8 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (9 of 12) Box 9, Folder 9 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (10 of 12) Box 9, Folder 10 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (11 of 12) Box 9, Folder 11 

IGA, 2001, Curfew (12 of 12) Box 9, Folder 12 

IGA, 2001, Bill Positions (1 of 2) Box 10, Folder 1 

IGA, 2001, Bill Positions (2 of 2) Box 10, Folder 2 

IGA, 2001, Charter Schools (1 of 2) Box 10, Folder 3 
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IGA, 2001, Charter Schools (2 of 2) Box 10, Folder 4 

IGA, 2001, Domestic Violence Box 10, Folder 5 

IGA, 2001, Lists Box 10, Folder 6 

IGA, 2001, General Information Box 10, Folder 7 

IGA, 2001, Violent Video Games Box 11, Folder 1 

IGA, 2001, Internet Coverage Box 11, Folder 2 

IGA, 2001, Vouchers Box 11, Folder 3 

IGA, 2001, Hypnotists Box 11, Folder 4 

IGA, 2001, ISTE Waiver Box 11, Folder 5 

IGA, 2001, Open Alcohol in Cars Box 11, Folder 6 

IGA, 2001, Prisoner’s Rights Box 11, Folder 7 

IGA, 2001, Respect Box 11, Folder 8 

IGA, 2001, Internet Gambling Box 11, Folder 9 

IGA, 2001, Viewing “Harmful” Materials Box 11, Folder 10 

IGA, 2001, Elective Bible Study in Public Schools Box 11, Folder 11 

IGA, 2001, Freedom Restoration Act Box 11, Folder 12 

IGA, 2001, Silent Reflection Box 11, Folder 13 

IGA, 2001, Creationism Box 11, Folder 14 

IGA, 2001, Workplace Rights Box 11, Folder 15 

IGA, 2001, Internet Censorship Box 11, Folder 16 

IGA, 2001, Minimum Sentence Box 11, Folder 17 

IGA, 2001, Tobacco Tax Box 11, Folder 18 

IGA, 2001, Not for Profit Tax Box 11, Folder 19 

Police 2001, Citizen’s Complaint Recommendation Box 11, Folder 20 

Police 2001, Community Centered Policing Box 11, Folder 21 
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Police 2001, Police Decertification (1 of 2) Box 11, Folder 22 

Police 2001, Police Decertification (2 of 2) Box 11, Folder 23 

Series 5: DVDs and Video Tapes 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

See It Now,  24 November 1953 DVD 0265  

Annual Meeting Photographs, 2012 DVD 0266 

First Wednesdays, August, 2012 Kindle & Libraries DVD 0267  

First Wednesdays, October, 2012, Let’s Vote DVD 0268 

First Wednesdays, February, 2012, Planned 

Parenthood 

DVD 0269 

First Wednesdays, April, 2013, Immigration  DVD 0270 

First Wednesdays Immigration Video DVD 0271 

See It Now, 24 November 1953 Beta Video Tape 

ICLU Conference, September, 1992; Gideon 

Bibles/Fair Trial 

VHS Video  

ICLU Conference, September, 1992; 

Technology/Lobby 

VHS Video 

ICLU Conference, September, 1992; Academic 

Freedom/Compelled Treatment 

VHS Video 

Piety and Politics, The Whole Day 7 October 1996  

(2 copies) 

VHS Video 

ICLU Civility Demo, October, 1994 VHS Video 

Trying to Shut Down Teen Club, n.d. VHS Video 

“In Our Game…Time Never Runs Out”—Ira Glasser 

Retirement Tribute, n.d. 

VHS Video 

Vietnam…..the lessons we have learned VHS Video 

 


